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Dear friends

For th e  first tim e  in th e  nine  and a bit years  w e  h ave be en h e re  th e re  are  
th re e  pastoral couples . It h as  be en a real deligh t to h ave Eric and Ros  
w ith  us  s ince  Novem ber last year and now  it h as  be en a joy to h ave 
Quentin and Leandra join us  at th e  beginning of M ay.

Th is  is  a big step forw ard for us  as  a ch urch . Th e s e  decis ions  add 
pre s sure  to th e  budget but w e  believe it is  th e  righ t th ing to do and so w e  
are  trusting God to provide  for th e s e  expens e s .

I do ne ed to clarify th at all th e  pastors  are  in fact elders  and s e rve 
alongs ide  of th e  oth e r elders  in th e  ch urch . O ur structure  h e re  at Central 
provide s  for “called elders” (em ployed) and “appointed elders” (elected 
by th e  ch urch ). Togeth e r th e  elders  are  re spons ible for th e  spiritual 
overs igh t of th e  ch urch .

Spiritual overs igh t is  a h uge  re spons ibility th at elders  are  to carry out 
under God.  It include s , am ong oth er th ings , sound Bible teach ing, 
s e rvant leaders h ip, loving pastoral care  and discipline  and h um ble 
sacrificial exam ples  of Ch ristian living. Pleas e  pray for th e  elders  to be  
faith ful to God and fruitful in th e ir w ork  in th e  local ch urch  h e re  at 
Central.

I do th ank  God for an elders h ip h e re  at Central th at s e e k s  to h onour God. 
Th ey are  m en w h o w ork  togeth e r but at th e  sam e  tim e  enjoy good 
fellow s h ip giving evidence  of th e ir partners h ip in th e  gospel.

It is  our de s ire  under God to s e rve you in your w alk  w ith  God as  you 
grow  in grace  and in so doing exalt our Lord Je sus  Ch rist.

Ch arles

LIFE at CENTRAL M AGAZ INE
Th ank  you again to all th os e  w h o contributed to th is  
M ay 2008 edition.
Articles  for th e  next edition can be  em ailed to 
 life@ central.org.za
before  31 July 2008.

Editors : Kim  Gus h , Daniel Salzw edel
Proofreader: Jodam i Kiad (AdeV, JdeV, M C &  DM )

Senior Pastor: Ch arles de Kiew it

Dow nload Life  At Ce ntral 
m agazine  in pdf form at (colour!) 
from  th e  Ce ntral w e bs ite : 
h ttp://w w w .ce ntral.org.za
Past e ditions  (2006 and 2007) 
also availableFront and back  cove rs  

by Glynnis  Cook
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CCAARRIINNGGMMIINNIISSTTRRYY
In th e  last edition of “Life at Central” I w rote  
about th e  im portance of be ing a “s e rious  daily 
reader of God’s  W ord” and a “w ee k ly participant 
in one  of th e  ch urch  Bible studie s”. Th is  tim e  
round I w ant to rem ind you of th e  im portance of 
m aintaining a h ealth y prayer life .

Prayer is  as  e s s ential to our spiritual w ellbe ing 
as  breath ing is  to our ph ys ical h ealth . Prayer is  
m ore  th an just as k ing God to run errands  for us . 
It is  our q uality tim e  w ith  God and cons ists  of 
adoration, prais e , th ank sgiving, interce s s ion for 
oth ers  as  w ell as  th e  bringing of our ow n 
personal re q ue sts . Prayer is  th e  neare st approach  
to God and th e  h igh e st enjoym ent of h im  th at 
w e  are  capable of in th is  w orld. W h at a privilege  
to be  grasped!

You m ay be  w ondering w h at Bible study and 
prayer h as  to do w ith  developing th e  caring 
m inistry of th e  ch urch . I sugge st to you 
everyth ing and in every w ay! It is  lik e  look ing 
after your ph ys ical h ealth . W h en you do so, you 
m ay not ne ed to h ave oth ers  care  for you for 
every ach e  and pain. O f cours e , extraordinary 
cris e s  alw ays  w ill occur, w h en w e  ne ed to lean 

by Pastor Eric Robbins

on oth ers , but as  far as  pos s ible let us  all learn 
to care  for ours elves  th rough  m aintaining th e  
bas ic spiritual discipline s  th at God h as  ordained. 
Th is  w ay, w e  are  ready for th e  curved balls th at 
life  delivers  and in daily contact w ith  th e  Lord 
w h o care s  for us .

So pleas e  look  after your spiritual h ealth ! Bible 
reading is  lik e  a good balanced diet! Prayer is  
lik e  lots  of fre s h  air! Prevention is  alw ays  better 
th an cure  and a w h ole lot les s  painful too.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Six-year old Angie , and h e r four-year old broth er, 
Joel, w ere s itting togeth er in ch urch . Joel giggled, 
sang and talk ed out loud. 
Finally, h is  big s ister h ad enough . "You're not 
suppos ed to talk  out loud in ch urch ."
"W h y? W h o's  going to stop m e?" Joel as k ed.
Angie pointed to th e back  of th e ch urch  and said, 
"See th os e  tw o m en standing by th e door? 
Th ey're h u s h e rs ."
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

"A h ealth y prayer life"

W elcom e to our youth  pastor Quentin and h is  
w ife  Leandra. M ay God rich ly bles s  your 
w ork  h e re  at Central! 
Pleas e  w ould everyone  rem em ber to uph old 
all our pastoral fam ilie s  in prayer.
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Ch urch  Ge taw ay  9 -11 M ay 2008 
Ph oto Gallery

A good num ber of Centralite s  turned up 
for th e  recent Ch urch  Getaw ay w h ich  
w as  both  relaxing and spiritually 
encouraging. Lance Laugh ton spok e  on 
th e  topic "Th e  joy of th e  Lord is  m y 
strength ", pow erfully expounding God's  
W ord th rough  a s e rie s  of four s e rm ons . 
Good fellow s h ip, rous ing ch orus e s , 
excellent m eals and enjoyable fun 
activitie s  all m ade  for a great w e e k end. 
As  Lance q uoted from  Rom ans  11:36 
"For from  H im  and th rough  H im  and 
to H im  are all th ings . To H im  be th e 
glory forever! Am en"

by Kim  Gus h

Euge ne  dire cting proce e dings

Th e  Im pe ris h able  Pe ach e s

Th e  M igh ty M ustard Se e ds
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D ie  Blou M ach ine !

Rudolf and Inge  e njoying th e  afte rnoon Re dro re ally rock s

Did you s e e  th at?
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Our spe ak e r, Lance  (be low )
look ing a little  w e t

Ke e p a balance  in life  Ch arle s!

Th is  is  h ow  it's  done

I don't k now  w h o th is  is , sorry

Is  th is  calle d pole  vaulting?

David atte m pts  th e  cros s ing

Eye s  ah e ad, 
m ove  forw ard
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C.B.C.P. S.W.A.T.

PROTECTION

W ANTED - DEAD (to self) O R  ALIVE, 
Th e Rustenberg 5 w ere  last spotted at th e  YFC cam ps ite

If s e en do not approach , but call th e  CBCP SW AT Protection Team  (s e en below ) im m ediately

Glynnis , Ch riste ne  and Joh n

Aw e som e  w ors h ip! Th ank s  guys

David on piano
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From  DARREN van RENSBURG
(Equad or)

H i everyone. Th ank  you to each  one of you for your 
continued  support and  prayers for m e. Th ey are  
ne ed ed  and  th e  d ifference th ey m ak e  is felt! Th e  Lord  
h as provid ed  in every w ay to use  us as a team  to m ak e  
a genuine  d ifference in ind ivid ual lives in th e  m id st of 
h ard  tim es for th e  country! I h ave also be en really 
stretch ed  by th e  re sponsib ility of coord inating and  
lead ing in som e of our recent m inistry opportunitie s. I 
am  learning not to be  so anxious over all th e  d etails, 
but to trust God  and  com e to God  to w orsh ip H im , and  
not only to alw ays ask  for h elp and  th ings.
 
1. Recent h igh ligh ts:

    * A second , super-blessed  trip to th e  Sh uar people in 
th e  Am azon to d o furth er d isciplesh ip, encouragem ent, 
and  h and ing over of cloth es, Bibles and  d isciplesh ip 
m aterials. Th is also includ ed  eating an arm ad illo 
w h ich  Sh uar w arriors h unted  for us in th e  m id d le of 
th e  previous nigh t.
    * Th re e  flood  relief efforts in w h ich  God  supplied  
w ay beyond  w h at w e  could  h ave ask ed  or im agined ! 
All in all, about 450 h ave rece ived  food  pack ages and  
tracts, and  a num ber of people h ave ind icated  a 
re sponse  to th e  gospel.

2. Ch urch
Th e  ch urch  w e  are  part of h ere  is called  Guayacanes 
Baptist Ch urch , w ith  about 100-120 m em bers. It's in a 
poor ne igh bourh ood  in th e  far north  of th e  city. Even 
th ough  Ecuad or is a d ifferent w orld , Baptist is still 
Baptist! It feels lik e  Central, and  th ere  is even an FBH  
from  9 am  to 10am  Sund ay m ornings, w ith  a sh ort 
'fellow sh ip' break  b efore  th e  service at 10:30! Th ey 
h ave w e e k ly prayer m eetings, lad ie s' and  m en's 
m eetings, a youth  m eeting, Bible stud ie s, and  an 
evangelism  com m ittee.I h ave alread y be en ask ed  to 
teach  Sund ay Sch ool but turned  it d ow n for now . 
Th ere  are  m any valid  cause s to get involved  in, but 
I've learned  th at w h atever you say 'ye s' to in life 
m eans you've said  'no' to som eth ing else.
 

3. Praise  Item s
I h ave m uch  to th ank  th e  Lord  for, but e specially:

    * For H is provision for our flood  relief efforts, 
includ ing food  and  financial d onations, th e  lend ing of 
veh icles, and  a w illing team  for load ing and  
unload ing, as w ell as evangelistic program s. Also for 
th ose  w h o gave th e ir lives to th e  Lord  at th e se  
program m es.
    * For th e  privilege of going to th e  jungle, e specially 
in be ing able to give w ork sh ops to new  believers, and  
to h and  over Bibles and  spiritual grow th  m aterials, 
as w ell as cloth es.

4. Prayer requests

    * For th e  righ t d ecision about w h ere  to go d uring 
th e  next flood  relief effort (w e 'd  lik e  to d o tw o m ore), 
and  for provision for it. W e h ave  a potential d onation 
th at w ill cover it, but it h as not be en confirm ed .
    * For new  believers in th e  Sh uar com m unity and  in 
th e  places w h ere  w e  d id  th e  flood  efforts (Babah oyo 
and  Palizad a) to be  d iscipled .
    * For God  to be  calling th ose  H e  w ants to be  trained  
in th e  Mission Training Sch ool h ere , and  th at God  
w ill really w ork  in th e ir lives in preparation for and  
d uring th e  sch ool.
    * Please  continue praying for th e  w ork  on Santay, 
for God  to be  d e epening th e  faith  of th e  saved , and  
stirring th e  h earts of th ose  w h o h ave not yet 
surrend ered  to Ch rist.

letters
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Farew ell letter from  Z olani
Z EE CRUISE SH IP

“Prais e  and glory and w isdom  and th ank s  and 
h onour and pow er and strength ” (Rev. 7 v 12 - 
NIV) be  to our gre at King for th e  e xpe rie nce s  I 
h ave  h ad at th e  Ce ntral Baptist Ch urch , for th e  
last five  ye ars .

M y h igh ligh ts  (am ongst m any): 
· Ch ildren’s  Talk  - th e  inspiration of God, joy and 
adrenaline  experienced before  and during th e  talk s .
· Blast O ff - th e  opportunitie s  to s h are  th e  gospel 
and th e  inspiration of God in preparing th e  talk s  
and gam e s .
· Know ing friends  and fam ilie s , and th os e  w h o 
h ave sough t to im prove th e  status  of m y ph ys iq ue  
(or lack  of); th e  food w as  great!

I h ave  be e n acce pte d for training to be com e  a 
fitne s s  instructor on th e  cruis e  s h ips . Th e  
training w ill be  in London (2-12 w e e k s), starting 
on th e  9 th  of June  and I w ill be  le aving SA on 
th e  7th . Afte r succe s sfully com ple ting th e  ph ys ical 
and m e ntal e xam s  (ple as e  pray about th e  latte r), 
I w ill be  s e nt to a particular s h ip, according to 
m y pe rsonality and oth e r qualitie s , for e igh t 
m onth s .

Praye r re que sts :
· To m e et Ch ristian(s), preferably a w ife , on th e  
s h ip for fellow s h ip.
· To grow  to love th e  King w ith  all m y h eart and 
s e e k  to obey H im .
· To be  able to stand against tem ptations , to be  
faith ful and w is e  in s h aring th e  gospel in a m ulti-
cultural environm ent.

Z olani Gubuza
2 Cor. 3v5
s24155782@ tuk s .co.za
(Pleas e  e -m ail th e  broth er)

Z e e  (on th e  righ t), be h aving norm ally as  usual... 
W e  w ill m is s  you!

Th e Obstacle in Our Path
O nce upon a tim e , a King h ad a boulder placed on a roadw ay. Th en h e  h id h im s elf and 
w atch ed to s e e  if anyone w ould rem ove th e  h uge  rock . Som e of th e  k ing’s  w ealth ie st m erch ants  
and courtie rs  cam e  by and s im ply w alk ed around it. M any loudly blam ed th e  King for not 
k e eping th e  roads  clear, but none did anyth ing about getting th e  stone  out of th e  w ay.

Th en a peasant cam e along carrying a load of vegetables . Upon approach ing th e  boulder, th e  
peasant laid dow n h is  burden and tried to m ove th e  stone  to th e  s ide  of th e  road. After m uch  
pus h ing and straining, h e  finally succe eded. After th e  peasant pick ed up h is  load of vegetables , h e  noticed 
a purs e  lying in th e  road w h e re  th e  boulder h ad be en. Th e  purs e  contained m any gold coins  and a note 
from  th e  King indicating th at th e  gold w as  for th e  person w h o rem oved th e  boulder from  th e  roadw ay. 
Th e  peasant learned w h at m any of us  never understand! 
Som etim e s  w e  m ay not understand our circum stance s , but God allow s  us  to be  te sted so th at w e  m igh t 
find ble s s ings  beyond m easure . If you are  one  of th e  m any at th is  tim e  w h o are  struggling, k now  th at 
God is  w atch ing and you w ill learn, grow  and be  ble s s ed even in th os e  h ards h ips . Je sus  w ill com fort and 
strength en you to face th e s e  tough  tim e s  and H e  w ill carry you th rough  th em . 

2 Corinth ians 1:5 
"For ju st as th e  sufferings of Ch rist flow  over into our live s , so also th rough  Ch rist our com fort 
overflow s .
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W OMEN's VALUE
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From  th e  Sim psons:

It all starte d w ith  an invitation, th e n a vis it. Gare th  and I both  
fe lt com pas s ion for th is  olde r congre gation, w h ich  h ad not h ad 
a full tim e  pastor for th re e  ye ars . Th e  ch urch  le ade rs h ip w as  
de te rm ine d to call a younge r pastor. W e  be gan our journe y as  
th e  ne w  pastoral couple  at Lam be rt Road Baptist Ch urch  in 
Durban at th e  be gin-ning of th is  ye ar. Th e  ch alle nge  h as  be e n 
to s e ns itive ly, but ste adily, facilitate  ch ange . Our aim  is  to build 
a m ulti-racial, m ulti-ge ne rational ch urch  w ith  e stablis h e d 
m inistrie s  th at are  not re liant on th e  pastor alone .

Le t m e  te ll you a little  about th e  w ife  of th e  pastor. Be fore  I 
h ad tim e  to e ve n blink  I w as  e le cte d th e  pre s ide nt of th e  Baptist 
W om an’s  D e partm e nt Ladie s  m inistry at Lam be rt Road Baptist 
(th e  sam e  as  th e  “Kings  Rubie s” at Ce ntral). It is  a privile ge  
for m e  to be  able  to be  part of it and I am  e xcite d! I am  
continually re m inde d th at th e  s ucce s s  of th e  m inistry, and th e  
ble s s ing to th e  ladie s  at th e  m onth ly m e e tings , is  de pe ndant on 
Ch rist. H e  h as  prove n to be  faith ful!

Gare th  and I h ave  also starte d a youth  group on Friday 
e ve nings , (s e e  ph oto). Th e re  w as  pre viously no youth  m inistry. 
W e  h ope  in tim e  to be  able  to call a m ale  and a fe m ale  youth  
w ork e r to m iniste r to th e  te e ns  and ch ildre n in th e  ch urch . 

One  th ing w e  h ave  be e n able  to do, w h ich  w e  could ne ve r do 
at Ce ntral…  w as  h ave  an Easte r sunris e  s e rvice  on th e  be ach . 
Th e  w e ath e r and sce ne ry h e re  is  glorious!

W e  are  ve ry e xcite d about re ce iving a ph one  call from  Pre toria 
in th e  ne ar future . Th e  pe rson m ak ing th e  call w ill te ll us  th at 
our baby daugh te r is  re ady for us  to fe tch . Sh e  could h ave  
arrive d by th e  tim e  you re ad th is  article , but w e  m ay still be  
w aiting… .

Gare th  and I h ave  ofte n said to e ach  oth e r h ow  m uch  w e  m is s  
th e  ch urch  fam ily at Ce ntral Baptist Ch urch  and h ow  m uch  w e  
le arnt during our ye ars  th e re . For th at w e  are  ve ry grate ful!

W ith  ve ry fond love  to e ach  and e ve ry one  of you! 
M ich elle Sim pson
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LADY GREY
by Lana Pe ls e r

No, th is  is  not about a LADY –  it is  a little bit 
about th e Eastern Cape TOW N –  m ore about th e 
PEOPLE - a lot about th e EASTER story -  and 
all about a PASSION PLAY

Th e  Little Eastern Cape tow n w as  founded in 1856 
by th e  Dutch  Reform ed Ch urch  com m unity, and is  
s ituated at th e  foot of th e  aw e som e  W itteberg 
M ountains . Th is  little tow n w as  dying –  so w as  th e  
ch urch  and also th e  sch ool. Th ey h ad to do 
som eth ing to save th e  tow n and w ith  th e  h elp of 
God, and th e  input from  all th e  people in th e  
com m unity, th ey started staging a Pas s ion Play
in 2002.

I w as  privileged to attend it th is  year!

Th e  play w as  done  over a period of 3 days  –  in 5 
parts  - in a very profe s s ional m anner. Th e  dram a 
director, th e  m us ical director and th e  ch oreograph er 
w ere  all from  th e  sch ool (Arts  Academ y), and so 
w ere  th e  ch oir m em bers , th e  soloists  and th e  dancers . 
Th e  role of Je sus  w as  played by a first year dram a 
student w h o h ad also portrayed th e  role th e  previous  
year, w h ile still in sch ool. Th e  sound and ligh ting 
w as  done  by a profe s s ional team  from  Bloem fonte in, 
and th e  m inor roles , m eals, accom m odation, costum e s  
and h ard w ork  in th e  back ground, w ere  carried out 
by th e  congregation and people of th e  tow n. Th e  text 
w as  in Englis h  and w as  draw n from  th e  4 Gospels 
and stayed true  to th e  m e s sage . 

Th e  venue s  included th e  h istorical Dutch  Reform ed 
Ch urch  –  interior and exterior (w ith  both  “Calvery” 
and th e  “Tom b” in th e ir grounds), th e  Arts  Academ y 
(th e ir courtyard and garden), and th e  stre ets  of Lady 
Grey.

Th e  excellent m us ic collection included:

Ros s ini’s  Kyrie  (Lord h ave M ercy), Pergoles i’s  M agnificat 
(H ym n of th e  Virgin M ary), M ozart’ s  Ave vernum  Corpus , O  
H oly Nigh t, Unto us  a son is  born, Exodus  Song (from  th e  film  
Exodus), Pie  Je su (Andrew  Lloyd W ebber), Th e  H oly City, Th e  
Lord’s  Prayer, Gounod’s  Solem n M as s  (after th e  crucifixion), 
H ava Nageela (at th e  w edding in Cana)  Gloryland, Let th e  R iver 
Run, Sank ta Lucia (Sung in Sw edis h ), H andels’s  H allelujah  (from  
th e  M e s s iah  - as  a clos ing perform ance by th e  ch oir)

Apart from  th e  ch oir m em bers , dancers  and extras  
th e re  w ere  130 speak ing voice s . Th e  reality of th e  play 
w as  touch ing: - Baby Je sus  w as  a real baby. W e (th e  
audience) follow ed Je sus  on H is  real donk ey w ith  
palm  leaves  in our h ands! At th e  cleans ing of th e  
tem ple th e  goat and pigeons  w ere  real. 
Th e  Je sus  ch aracter w as  very dear to m e  –  acting as  
Je sus  th is  young m an delivered a touch ing Serm on on 
th e  M ount (M att 5-7) and told us  about th e  bread of 
Life  (Joh n 6). H e  m oved am ongst th e  “crow ds”, giving 
a personal m e s sage  to each  of us .
W e carried flam ing torch e s  w h ile follow ing Je sus  w ith  
H is  h eavy cros s . Satan forever h overed in th e  
back ground and if s h e  (th e  ch aracter playing Satan) 
h appened to look  your w ay it s ent s h ivers  dow n your 
spine! Th e  crucifixion w as  as  real as  I believe it could 
be  done  and th en w e  w itne s s ed an em pty tom b! 

Note s from  th e director:
… .W e w is h  to transport you to th e  w orld th at our Saviour lived 
in… ..w e  trust th at th e re  w ill be  m any m om ents  th at you w ill 
treasure  and th at th e  experience  h e re  w ill h ave an im pact on your 
life … ..
Note s from  th e actor:
… .It is  im pos s ible to rem ain untouch ed w h en portraying th e  role of 
our Saviour… .
Note s from  m e
… .Could I follow  Je sus  on h is  donk ey w ith  a palm  branch  in m y 
h and and rem ain untouch ed?
… .Could I s h are  in com m union at th e  Last Supper w h e re  Je sus  
brok e  th e  bread and not exam ine  m ys elf?
… Could I follow  Je sus  carrying H is  h eavy cros s  w ith out 
com pas s ion?
… Could I w itne s s  th e  crucifixion w ith out w e eping at th e  suffering 
of th e  Lord?
… Could I w itne s s  th e  em pty tom b w ith out believing?

Th is  w as  truly an unforgettable perform ance th at 
touch ed th e  h eart and soul!
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BlastOff le ade rs  - April 2008

Congratulati
ons  to Ph il and Ch arle ne  

H arold! Th e y w e re  m arrie d on 

Saturday th
e  19 th  of A

pril 2008. 

Th e  sm ile s  spe ak  
for th e m s e lve s!

RECENT BAPTISMS

May God u s e  u s e  your live s  for H is  Glory as 
you s e rve H im  at Central Baptist.

Congratulations to th e follow ing people

Catriona (Cat) M idgley

Elis e Verm eulen

Daniel Salzw edel

Rod and Lyne tte  w ith  Caryn and M atth e w  th e ir first 

grandson
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Lauren, in Central Asia
O ne day in April I w as  pick ed up at 6:45am  to 
go to a village about tw o h ours  drive to th e  
W e st..  W e travelled th rough  a beautiful valley 
w ith  gre en h ills, brigh t flow ers ,  som e  m ore  arid 
areas  and also experienced som e  traffic jam s  (s e e  
picture  below !) 

M ost of th e  people in th e  area are  poor am idst 
such  rich ne s s  of God's  creation...I am  alw ays  
e specially am azed at th e  red m ountains .  

I w ent to vis it a lady w h o doe s  k nitting w ith  
k nitting m ach ine s , a project started by our 
organisation.    Sh e  h ad m ade  sock s , scarve s  and 
h ats .  Sh e  k ept on disappearing 
to offer typical Tajik  h ospitality t
o th e ir gue sts .  Even th ough  
people are  poor th ey w ill go out 
of th e ir w ay to s e rve gue sts ...one  
som etim e s  fe els guilty be ing a 
gue st!  

Th ere  w ere  little girls playing in th e  
yard...s k ipping is  one  of th e  favourite  gam e s  for 
girls at th e  m om ent. 

Th ey also h ad a little s h e ep.   It rem inded m e  of 
one  of m y friends ' fam ilie s  w h o h ad to s ell all 
th e ir s h e ep and 2 cow s  to h ave som eth ing to eat 
during th e  w inter.  Th ey also sold one  s h e ep so 
th at tw o of th e  sons  could go to Rus s ia to earn 
m oney.  Both  of th e  sons  are  m arried and one  of 
th e  w ive s  is  expecting th e ir first baby.

All in a Day's W ork
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W e th en w ent to w h e re  th ey w ere  installing bio-
sand w ater filters  at a local sch ool.  Th e  ch ildren 
w ere  very excited about th e  clean w ater com ing 
out of th e  filter!   W e are  partnering w ith  
anoth er organisation to install 11 filters  in th is  
region.  

O n our w ay to th is  area w e  saw  a plague of 
locusts ...still sm all but so m any of th em !  It w as  
so sad to th ink  about th e  devastation th at th e s e  
creature s  could bring about!  

After th is  w e  w ere  treated to m ore  food...Fried 
m ountain m us h room s  and vegetables  and later 
O s h  (th e  national dis h  of Rice , Carrots , O nions  
and m eat on top... :-)  

After th at w e  m ade  our w ay h om e .  Th ere  w as  
som e  m uch  ne eded rain on th e  w ay and I w as  
dropped off in th e  South  of th e  City.  I caugh t a 
M as h rutk a...and it w as  still raining...and th e  
M as h rutk a h ad a roof w indow ...m inus  th e  
w indow ...so it rained onto us ...strange but nice  
and refre s h ing. :-)

After getting back  h om e  and doing som e  
language study I discovered I W AS very tired 
and w ent to bed :-)

Pray for:
People to not only drink  clean w ater but also 
experience  th e  W ATER OF LIFE.
God m ay h elp people w ith  th e  locust plague and 
th ey w ill give Je sus  th e  glory.
People to becom e  believers  in th is  area and s h ine  
H is  ligh t and bear fruit.
Th ere  m ay be  m ore  opportunitie s  for jobs  so th at 
m en do not h ave to go off to Rus s ia.
M en w ork ing in Rus s ia m ay com e to faith  and 
com e back  to th e ir fam ilie s  and s h are  Je sus ' 
grace  and love!

O th er new s:
I h ave be en back  for m ore  th an s ix w e e k s  and 
am  enjoying it.  I h ave just m oved into a new  
w ell eq uipped tw o bedroom  flat w h ich  I am  
s h aring w ith  Andrea, a friend from  Germ any.  I 
prais e  God for th is  place and a great flat m ate . 
O ur team  cons ists  of five sm aller team s  and our 
current sm all team  leaders  w ill be  leaving in 
July.   I h ave agre ed to becom e  th e  new  sm all 
team  leader –  pleas e  pray for m e  in th is  new  
role.  It is  only th rough  God's  grace  th at I can be  
effective in th is .
I continue  to s e e  m y friends  H ope  and Grace . 
 H ope  is  8 m onth s  pregnant and h as  be en back  
w ith  h e r parents  s ince  January.  Sh e  is  in th e  
proce s s  of getting a divorce .  Pray th at h e r w h ole 
fam ily m ay com e to k now  th e  Lord.  
Grace is  finis h ing Univers ity th is  year in June 
and de sperately w ants  to stay in th e  capital and 
not go back  to h e r parent's  h ous e .  Pray for h e r 
to k now  God's  grace  in h e r life .

Laure n
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Internationals M inistryIndian Day
Th e  Internationals M inistry is  one  of th e  m inistrie s  of 
Central Baptist. Its  vis ion is  to reach  out to th e  
fore igners  re s ident in Pretoria.  It also aim s  to m ak e  
th e  fore igners  w h o com e  from  outs ide  
th e  Borders  of South  Africa (referred to 
as  th e  Internationals) and attending 
ch urch  at Central to fe el w elcom e as  
w ell as  integrating th em  into th e  
ch urch .  Th is  is  done  th rough  
introducing th e  people to th e  various  
ch urch  activitie s , th us  contributing to 
th e ir spiritual grow th . O n average , 17 
countrie s  are  repre s ented at Central 
every Sunday.  

In an attem pt to m ak e  th e  International 
com m unity fe el w elcom e at Central, 
th e  m inistry usually h osts  q uarterly 
lunch eons  and student picnics  every 
year. Each  lunch eon norm ally focus e s  
on a particular country and m em bers  of th at country 
are  norm ally invited to s h are  som eth ing about th e ir 
country to th e  Central com m unity. Th is  is  norm ally 
done th rough  depicting th e  culture , tradition and 
religion of th e  country by w ay of decorations  in th e  
h all, food, dance and/or songs , m anner of dre s s  etc. 
 Th ey also s h are  inform ation regarding th e  state  of 
Ch ristianity in th e ir country, s h are  te stim onie s  to reveal 

God’s  w ork  in th e ir live s , etc. Th e  program m e also 
include s  tim e  for interce s sory prayer for specific 
ne eds  of th at country.  A bring-and-s h are  m eal is  
m eant to prom ote fellow s h ip am ong th e  
internationals and local m em bers  of th e  ch urch . So 
th e  m eal form s  a central part of th e  day’s  activitie s .

O n th e  20th  of April th e  Internationals 
M inistry h osted an Indian Lunch eon. 
Both  City and Laudium  Baptist 
ch urch e s  w ere  invited to th e  Lunch eon. 
 As  th is  w as  m ainly an Indian 
fellow s h ip luch , Laudium  took  centre  
stage  in organis ing th e  activitie s  for th e  
day under th e  leaders h ip of Pastor 
Alan. Th e  organis ing team  included 
Jos h eph  M ak am  (an Indian m is s ionary 
to South  Africa w ith  O .M .).  Jos eph  
and h is  fam ily com e from  H yderabad 
city in India and is  an adh e rent at 
Central.  Th is  w as  a h igh ly succe s sful 
lunch eon.  For th e  first tim e  in th e  
h istory of th e  m inistry, th e  s ign-up for 

th e  lunch eon reach ed full capacity before  th e  actual 
day.  It w as  a very uncom fortable experience  for 
th e  m inistry m em bers  and Pastor Ch arles  to h ave to 
announce in th e  ch urch  th at th e  lunch eon w as  fully 
book ed.

W h en w e  entered th e  h all, one  could not fail to 
notice  th e  rich  Indian culture  th at w as  reflected in 
th e  decorations  th at adorned th e  h all.  Th e  colourful 
ce iling h angings  so clearly displayed th e  Indian 
fabrics  in th e ir intricate  and brigh t coloured 
texture s .  A display of th e  often exq uis ite  gold 
ornam ents  th at typify Indian ligh ting illum inated th e  
podium .  Th is  gave a som ew h at aura of “idol 
w ors h ip” as sociated w ith  th e  Indian culture . 
 H ow ever, Julie  Perum al, w h o gave us  a virtual tour 
of India th rough  h e r pow er point pre s entation w as  
q uick  to caution everyone  against clas s ifying 
culture , tradition and religion as  one . Sh e  pointed 
out th at w h at w e  saw  on th e  podium  W AS a 
reflection of th e ir culture  and tradition and in h e r 
ow n w ords : “it doe s  not m ean if you are  a Ch ristian 
Indian you s h ould not w ear a SARI”.

Sh e  th en pre s ented th e ir national em blem , togeth e r 
w ith  th e ir national sym bols, th e  m ap of India and 
th e ir national flag.  A few  facts  about India th at s h e  
pre s ented to us  include th e  fact th at H induism  form s  
75% of th e  religion practis ed in India.  Th is  is  
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follow ed by Islam  (12%), w ith  Ch ristianity com ing 3rd at 
6%.  Apparently Ch ristians  prim arily live in urban areas  
th rough out India, w ith  m ajor concentrations  in th e  state s  
of Kerala, Tam il Nadu and Goa.

Julie  spent som e  tim e  telling us  about idol w ors h ip in 
India.  Sh e  stre s s ed th e  im portance of one  covering 
th em s elves  in th e  Blood of Je sus  w h en entering Indian 
tem ples  as  th ey are  full of idols and th e s e  idols are  said 
to pos s e s s  q uite  a lot of evil pow ers .  In th is  regard, s h e  
indicated th at th e  greate st ch allenge for Ch ristians  is  to 
get Indians  to believe in Ch rist, e specially to th e  point of 
realis ing and accepting th at God is  th e  only Living God 
and cannot be  e q uated to th e ir m any “gods”.  Th e  talk  
w as  interspers ed w ith  beautiful Indian songs  and dance .

Just before  w e  could h ave lunch , th e  form al pre s entations  
w ere  clos ed w ith  a s e s s ion w h ich  focus s ed on praying for 
India.  Th e  m ain focus  of th e  prayer w as  on th e  follow ing:
Praying for God to s end Ch ristian w ork e rs  to th e  m any 
unreach ed village s  of India w h e re  th e re  are  no Ch ristians .
Praying th at th e  people groups  th at h ave previously be en 
re s istant to th e  Gospel w ill now  open th e ir h earts  to 
Ch rist.
Pray th at God w ill us e  th e  current socio-econom ic 
ch ange s  in India to soften people’s  h earts  to spiritual 
ch ange  so th at th ey w ill rece ive Ch rist.
Pray th at th e  Gospel w ill continue  to spread rapidly 
th rough  ch urch  planning m ovem ents .
Pray for th e  protection of th e  Ch urch  in areas  w h e re  th e re  
is  pers ecution.

W e w ere  th en treated to a typical Indian speciality –  
bryani –  follow ed by an Indian de s s e rt w h ich  proved to 
be  th e  favourite  am ongst th e  audience .

Let us  continue  to rem em ber India in our prayers .

By M ats h epo M atoane
Ph otos by M is s y van H e erden
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Salt
and  

Light
by Ruth de Villiers

MOLLIE W EBB w as re tire d…  
until four ye ars ago w h e n th e re  
w as a sudde n and  urge nt call  to 
com e  save  th e  s ituation by s e rving 
as acting m anage r of th e  Pre toria 
YW  in an une xpe cte d cris is.    
Th at w as th e n…  th is  is  now  and 
Mollie  is  out of re tire m e nt, firm ly 
e ntre nch e d as th e  official Manage r. 
 In th e  last is sue  w e  also focuse d 
on th e  YW , inte rvie w ing Margrit 
Te m ple  about h e r role  as national 
ch airpe rson.  Now  w e ’re  on local 
le ve l.  Find out h ow  Mollie  and 
oth e r folk s at Ce ntral se rve  as ligh t 
and salt to our local YW …  Mollie  
w as re ce ive d into m e m be rs h ip at 
Ce ntral re ce ntly and you got to s e e  
w h at s h e  look s  lik e .  Now  find out 
w h at s h e ’s  up to in th e  ‘Y’.  

L@C:  H ow  did you first ge t involve d w ith  
th e  YW , Mollie ?
 
M ollie: I first cam e to k now  about th e  YW  
w h en I decided to m ove to Bulaw ayo and 
ne eded a place to stay in 19 62/3.  I h ad never 
h eard of th e  YW  before , but it s e em ed a good 
place to stay, clos e  to w h e re  I found w ork  in 
th e  centre  of th e  tow n.  But, oh  dear, I w as  
q uite  put out w h en I realis ed I w ould h ave to 

attend a “ch urch ” s e rvice  once a w e e k  and th e s e  
m e etings  w ere  h eld in th e  TV  lounge and, in 
th os e  days , th ey w ere  com pulsory.  Th ere  w as  
also a 10 m inute Epilogue in th e  evenings  before  
supper.

L@C:  Doubtle ss  just lik e  som e  of th e  girls 
you de al w ith  today.  W h at caus e d th e  ch ange ?

M ollie:  I w as  s itting in th e  TV lounge w h en I 
h eard th e  bell go for th e  Epilogue –  I can 
rem em ber th ink ing –  “I h ave to go to th e  ch urch  
s e rvice , I don’t h ave to go to th e  Epilogue as  
w ell!!” so I q uick ly ran out of th e  TV lounge 
into th e  s itting room  and w aited for th e  supper 
bell to go after th e  s h ort Epilogue .  Im agine  m y 
surpris e  w h en th e  As s istant M anager and a few  
of th e  “good” girls cam e into th e  s itting room .  I 
didn’t k now  th at for th e  Epilogue w h ich  w asn’t 
w ell attended, th ey us ed th e  s itting room .  So I 
w as  trapped!  Th at w as  m y first alm ost one -on-
one  m e eting w ith  th e  Gospel (during our Ch urch  
s e rvice  I m ade  sure  I never listened at all –  I 
suppos e  becaus e  it w as  com pulsory).  

L@C:  H ow  did you graduate  from  be ing a ‘Y 
Girl’ to a ‘Y Manage r’?

From  th at tim e  on th e  Lord h ad H is  H and on m y 
life  and w h en I gave m y h eart to th e  Lord a few  
years  later, I k new  th at all I w anted to do and be  
w as  a M anager of a YW.  It w as  a proce s s  of 

L@C inte rvie w s 
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be ing trained by different m anagers  in different 
YW ’s  around th e  country till one day –  prais e  th e  
Lord! -  I w as  given a ch ance at running a YW.  I 
w as  m ade  M anager of th e  East London YW.  I 
could never explain th e  joy and satisfaction of 
h aving actually ach ieved m y h eart’s  de s ire .  

W h en I retired in 2003 I w as  h elping a friend of 
m ine  by look ing after h e r m om  w h o w as  elderly.  I 
w as  prepared to do m y be st –  can’t say I w as  over 
th e  m oon –  and I realis ed I still h ad enough  get-up-
and-go in m e  to carry on as  a M anager in a YW. 
 So I got in touch  w ith  our National O ffice  in 
Joh anne sburg and offered m y s e rvice s  again if 
ne eded.  Not too long after th at I w as  given th e  
opportunity of running Pretoria YW.  Fabulous!

L@C:  Do you ge t som e  difficult girls – re be ls, 
e tc? H ow  do you h andle  th is? 

M ollie: W ell, th e  girls be h ave th e  sam e  in 2008 as  
w e  did in 19 63. W e get th e  w ell be h aved girls and 
w e  get th e  noisy one s .  H ow  do I cope w ith  th e  
naugh ty one s?  W ell som e  of th e  antics  th ey get up 
to, I can alm ost s e e  m ys elf doing th os e  th ings  in 
m y “unsaved” days .  So I h ave th at advantage and 
can put a spok e  in th e ir w h e els .  O ne  th ing I am  
glad about, I don’t h ave a dog –  w h en I w as  a 
re s ident in Bulaw ayo Y, I decided to paint th e  
m anager’s   Black  spaniel W h ite .  To s e e  th e  look  
on h e r face w h en s h e  cam e  back  from  a m e eting, 
w ell, it w as  w orth  it!!!  

But som e  problem s  are  m ore  th an just m isch ief or 
even naugh tine s s  and, in th os e  cas e s , w e  h ave to be  
very strict.  W e h ave rules .  For exam ple, no friends  
–  fem ale or m ale –  are  allow ed upstairs  in th e  
bedroom s .  W h en girls offend w e  give only one 
s econd ch ance .  O ften w e  ph one  th e  parents , w h o 
are  s h ock ed and som etim e s  th ey com e and tak e  
th e ir daugh ters  h om e .  

L@C:  H ow  can w e  support you? 

M ollie: H e re  in Pretoria YW  w e are  truly be ing 
bles s ed by th e  Lord.  O ur h ous e  h as  be en full for 
m ost of th is  year, w ith  a w aiting list, and m ost of 
our prospective re s idents  h eard about our H ous e  
from  th e  girls already staying h e re .  Parents  h ear 
about us  and love putting th e ir daugh ters  in th e  Y, 
becaus e  th ey k now  our standards  and th at w e  w ill 
support th em  in discipline .  W e can’t live th e  girls’ 
live s  for th em , but w e  do try to prepare  th em  for 

th e  real w orld out th e re .  Som e com e from  sm all 
village com m unitie s .  W e h ave girls from  th e  
Eastern Cape, Nam ibia, Sw aziland, Lesoth o, even 
from  th e  DRC.  O ur re s idents  are  aged 18-24. 
 W h en I w as  a “Y-girl”, w e  w ere  w ork ing girls . 
 Now  w e  h ave only five w ork ing girls, out of m ore  
th an 60.  Th e  re st are  at college, univers ity or even 
at sch ool.

W e do ne ed Prayer support –  pray for th e  staff, th at 
w e  w ill be  s ens itive to th e  problem s  th e  re s idents  
h ave and h ow  to h elp th em . Pray for th e  re s idents  
th at th ey w ill be  ch allenged by th e  speak e rs  w e  
invite  to bring th e  M e s sage  of H ope  to th em  w e e k  
by w e e k . 

L@C:  Any practical are as w h e re  w e  can h e lp? 

Yes , and h e re  folk s  from  Central are  already 
playing a big role –  but w e  ne ed com m itte e  
m em bers  and, ideally, younger one s .   Local 
com m itte e s  as s ist th e  M anagers  in decis ion 
m ak ing, financial or legal expertis e  and countles s  
oth er w ays  of practical support.  Som e of th e  
com m itte e  m em bers  are  M argrit Tem ple, Th eo and 
Elizabeth  Scott and Sylvia Clark e .  O ur treasurer, 
w h o doe s  a great job w ith  our finance s , is  Les  
Jam ie son.  H e  is  one  of our truste e s  and so is  Ruth  
de  Villiers .   

L@C:  Mollie , you’re  m uch  m ore  th an an 
adm inistrative  m anage r.  You’re  up to w ood w ork  
and all sorts of th ings…

I love th e  practical th ings  –  I fix electricity too. 
 Com e and s e e  th e  tw o w ooden garden bench e s  
w e’ve just redone  w ith  new  slats  and varnis h . 
 (L@ C; an expert job!)  

I prais e  th e  Lord th at I’m  w ell and can do w h at I 
really w ant to do –  th at is , w ork  in th e  Pretoria 
YW !  

SALT and LIGH T is  a feature  of Life at Central for th e  tim e  
be ing.  If you are  s e rving as  salt and ligh t in society, tell Kim  Gus h  
or Ruth  de  Villiers , and lik ew is e  if you k now  of som eone  else  w h o 
is !  W h at’s  m ore , oth er interview ers  are  w elcom e - let us  k now  if 
you are  able to co-ordinate an interview .
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Alabam a Judge R em oved
Th e follow ing is  a poem  w ritten by Judge Roy M oore  
from  Alabam a.  Judge M oore  w as  sued by th e  ACLU 
(Am erican Civil Libertie s  Union) for displaying th e  Ten 
Com m andm ents  in h is  courtroom  foyer.  
H e  h as  be en stripped of h is  judge s h ip and now  th ey are  
trying to strip h is  righ t to practice  law  in Alabam a   
Th e  judge 's  poem  sum s  it up q uite  w ell

Am erica th e Beautiful, or so you u s ed to be .
Land of th e Pilgrim s ' pride; I'm  glad th ey'll never s e e .

Babie s  piled in dum psters , Abortion on dem and,
Oh , sw e et land of liberty; your h ou s e  is  on th e sand.

Our ch ildren w ander aim les sly poisoned by cocaine
ch oos ing to indulge th e ir lusts , w h en God h as  said abstain

From  s ea to s h ining s ea, our Nation turns aw ay
From  th e teach ing of God's  love and a ne ed to alw ays pray.

W e've k ept God in our tem ples , h ow  callous w e h ave grow n.
W h en earth  is  but H is  footstool, and H eaven is  H is  th rone .

W e've voted in a governm ent th at's  rotting at th e core ,
Appointing Godles s  Judge s; w h o th row  reason out th e door,

Too soft to place a k iller in a w ell de s e rved tom b,
But brave enough  to k ill a baby before h e  leave s th e  w om b.

You th ink  th at God's  not angry, th at our land's  a m oral slum ?
H ow  m uch  longer w ill H e w ait before H is  judgm ent com e s?

H ow  are w e to face our God, from  W h om  w e cannot h ide?
W h at th en is  left for u s  to do, but stem  th is  evil tide?

If w e w h o are H is  ch ildren, w ill h um bly turn and pray;
See k  H is  h oly face and m end our evil w ay:

Th en God w ill h ear from  H eaven; and forgive u s  of our s ins ,
H e 'll h eal our s ick ly land and th os e  w h o live w ith in.

But, Am erica th e Beautiful, if you don't - th en you w ill s e e ,
A sad but H oly God w ith draw  H is  h and from  Th e e .

~ ~Judge Roy M oore~ ~

GETAW AYABSEILING

Ne rvous  onlook e rs !

Ch arle s  s h ow s  h ow  it is  done

Th e  ladie s  w e re n't to be  outdone

Tim  look ing brave r th an h e  fe lt?
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a new

by Lana

  Th e problem : H ow  to get 2 k gs of ch ocolate h om e from  th e store 
in a h ot car. Th e solution: Eat it in th e park ing lot. 

  Diet tip: Eat a ch ocolate bar before each  m eal. It'll tak e th e  edge 
off your appetite and you'll eat les s

M ona Lisa's  M oth er: "After all th at m oney your fath er and I spent 
on brace s , M ona, th at's  th e  bigge st sm ile you can give u s?"
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"W h y God M ade M om s "
( Th e  follow ing answ e rs  w e re  give n by e le m e ntary sch ool 
ch ildre n to th e  follow ing que stions  )

Que stion-- - -"W h y Did God M ak e  M oth ers?""

Th e  answ ers :
1. Sh e 's  th e  only one  w h o k now s  w h e re  th e  scotch  tape  is .
2. M ostly to clean th e  h ous e .
3. To h elp us  out of th e re  w h en w e  w ere  getting born.

Q--- - -"H ow  Did God M ak e  M oth ers?"

1. H e  us ed dirt, just lik e  for th e  re st of us .
2. M agic plus super pow ers  and a lot of stirring.
3. God m ade  m y m om  just th e  sam e  lik e  h e  m ade  m e . H e  
just us ed bigger parts .

Q-- - -"W h at Ingredients  Are  M oth er's  M ade  O f ?"

1. God m ak e s  m oth ers  out of clouds  and angel h air and 
everyth ing nice  in th e  w orld and one  dab of m ean.
2. Th ey h ad to get th e ir start from  m en's  bone s . Th en H e  
m ostly us e  string I th ink .

Q-- - -"W h y Did God Give You Your M oth er And not Som e 
O th er M om ?"

1. W e're  related.
2. God k new  s h e  lik e s  m e  a lot m ore  th an oth er people's  
m om s  lik e  m e .

Q-- - -"W h at Kind O f Little Girl W as  Your M om ?"

1. M y m om  h as  alw ays  be en m y m om  and none of th at 
oth er stuff...
2. I don't k now  becaus e  I w asn't th e re , but m y gue s s  w ould 
be  pretty bos sy.
3. Th ey say s h e  us ed to be  nice .

Q-- - -"W h at Did M om  Need To Know  About Dad Before  
Sh e  M arried  H im ?"

1. H is  last nam e .
2. Sh e  h ad to k now  h is  back ground. Lik e  is  h e  a crook ? 
 Doe s  h e  get drunk  on be er? Doe s  h e  m ak e  at least $800 a 
year?  Did h e  say NO  to drugs  and YES to ch ore s?

Q--- -"W h y Did Your M om  M arry Your Dad ?"

1. M y dad m ak e s  th e  be st spagh etti in th e  w orld. And m y 
m om  eats  a lot.
2. Sh e  got too old to do anyth ing else  w ith  h im .
3. M y grandm a says  th at m om  didn't h ave h e r th ink ing 
cap on.

Q--- -"W h o's  Th e  Bos s  At Your H ous e?"

1. M om  doe sn't w ant to be  bos s , but s h e  h as  to becaus e  
dad's  such  a goofball
2. M om . You can tell by room  inspection. Sh e  s e e s  th e  
stuff under th e  bed.
3. I gue s s  M om  is , but only becaus e  s h e  h as  a lot m ore  to 
do th an dad.

Q--- -"W h at's  Th e  Difference  Betw e en M om s  And Dads?"

1. M om s  w ork  at w ork  &  w ork  at h om e , &  dads  just go 
to w ork  at w ork .
2. M om s  k now  h ow  to talk  to teach ers  w ith out scaring 
th em .
3. Dads  are  taller &  stronger, but m om s  h ave all th e  real 
pow er 'caus e  th at's  w h o you got to as k  if you w ant to 
sleep over at your friend's .

Q-- - -"W h at Doe s  Your M om  Do In H e r Spare  Tim e?"

1. M oth ers  don't do spare  tim e .
2. To h ear h e r tell it, s h e  pays  bills all day long.






