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PASTOR'S
CORNER

Senior Pastor: Charles de Kiewit

9 May 2008

Dear friends

For the first time in the nine and a bit years we have been here there are
three pastoral couples. It has been a real delight to have Eric and Ros
with us since November last year and now it has been a joy to have
Quentin and Leandra join us at the beginning of May.

This is a big step forward for us as a church. These decisions add
pressure to the budget but we believe it is the right thing to do and so we
are trusting God to provide for these expenses.

I do need to clarify that all the pastors are in fact elders and serve
alongside of the other elders in the church. Our structure here at Central
provides for “called elders” (employed) and “appointed elders” (elected
by the church). Together the elders are responsible for the spiritual
oversight of the church.

Spiritual oversight is a huge responsibility that elders are to carry out
under God. It includes, among other things, sound Bible teaching,
servant leadership, loving pastoral care and discipline and humble
sacrificial examples of Christian living. Please pray for the elders to be
faithful to God and fruitful in their work in the local church here at
Central.

I do thank God for an eldership here at Central that seeks to honour God.
They are men who work together but at the same time enjoy good
fellowship giving evidence of their partnership in the gospel.

It is our desire under God to serve you in your walk with God as you
grow in grace and in so doing exalt our Lord Jesus Christ.

Charles
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CARING
MINISTRY

by Pastor Eric Robbins

""A healthy prayer life'"

In the last edition of “Life at Central” I wrote
about the importance of being a “serious daily
reader of God’s Word” and a “weekly participant
in one of the church Bible studies”. This time
round I want to remind you of the importance of
maintaining a healthy prayer life.

Prayer is as essential to our spiritual wellbeing
as breathing is to our physical health. Prayer is
more than just asking God to run errands for us.
It is our quality time with God and consists of
adoration, praise, thanksgiving, intercession for
others as well as the bringing of our own
personal requests. Prayer is the nearest approach
to God and the highest enjoyment of him that
we are capable of in this world. What a privilege
to be grasped!

You may be wondering what Bible study and
prayer has to do with developing the caring
ministry of the church. I suggest to you
everything and in every way! It is like looking
after your physical health. When you do so, you
may not need to have others care for you for
every ache and pain. Of course, extraordinary
crises always will occur, when we need to lean
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Six-year old Angie, and her four-year old brother,
Joel, were sitting together in church. Joel giggled,
sang and talked out loud.

Finally, his big sister had enough. ''You're not
supposed to talk out loud in church."

"Why? Who's going to stop me?' Joel asked.
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said,
""See those two men standing by the door?
They're hushers."

s s P Pt s s bt s Pt s ot s s s o o

on others, but as far as possible let us all learn
to care for ourselves through maintaining the
basic spiritual disciplines that God has ordained.
This way, we are ready for the curved balls that
life delivers and in daily contact with the Lord
who cares for us.

So please look after your spiritual health! Bible
reading is like a good balanced diet! Prayer is
like lots of fresh air! Prevention is always better
than cure and a whole lot less painful too.

Welcome to our youth pastor Quentin and his
wife Leandra. May God richly bless your
work here at Central!

Please would everyone remember to uphold
all our pastoral families in prayer.

“Twa callestion
plates are st
out thers
somawhers
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Chur Ch Getaway 9-11 May 2008

Photo Gallery

A good number of Centralites turned up
for the recent Church Getaway which
was both relaxing and spiritually
encouraging. Lance Laughton spoke on
the topic "The joy of the Lord is my
strength", powerfully expounding God's
Word through a series of four sermons.
Good fellowship, rousing choruses,
excellent meals and enjoyable fun
activities all made for a great weekend.
As Lance quoted from Romans 11:36
"For from Him and through Him and
to Him are all things. To Him be the
glory forever! Amen''

by Kim Gush
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Rudolf and Inge enjoying the afternoon Redro really rocks
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" Our speaker, Lance (below)
looking a little wet
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Glynnis, Christene and John
c David on piano
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Awesome worship! Thanks guys

(to selfy OR ALIVE,

WANTED - DEAD

The Rustenberg 5 were Jast spotted at the YFC campsite

If seen
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letters

From DARREN van RENSBURG
(Equador)

Hi everyone. Thank you to each one of you for your
continued support and prayers for me. They are
needed and the difference they make is felt! The Lord
has provided in every way to use us as a team to make
a genuine difference in individual lives in the midst of
hard times for the country! I have also been really
stretched by the responsibility of coordinating and
leading in some of our recent ministry opportunities. I
am learning not to be so anxious over all the details,
but to trust God and come to God to worship Him, and
not only to always ask for help and things.

1. Recent highlights:

* A second, super-blessed trip to the Shuar people in
the Amazon to do further discipleship, encouragement,
and handing over of clothes, Bibles and discipleship
materials. This also included eating an armadillo
which Shuar warriors hunted for us in the middle of
the previous night.

* Three flood relief efforts in which God supplied
way beyond what we could have asked or imagined!
All in all, about 450 have received food packages and
tracts, and a number of people have indicated a
response to the gospel.

2. Church

The church we are part of here is called Guayacanes
Baptist Church, with about 100-120 members. It's in a
poor neighbourhood in the far north of the city. Even
though Ecuador is a different world, Baptist is still
Baptist! It feels like Central, and there is even an FBH
from 9am to 10am Sunday mornings, with a short
'fellowship’ break before the service at 10:30! They
have weekly prayer meetings, ladies’ and men’s
meetings, a youth meeting, Bible studies, and an
evangelism committee.l have already been asked to
teach Sunday School but turned it down for now.
There are many valid causes to get involved in, but
I've learned that whatever you say ‘yes’ to in life
means you've said 'no’ to something else.
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3. Praise Items
I have much to thank the Lord for, but especially:

* For His provision for our flood relief efforts,
including food and financial donations, the lending of
vehicles, and a willing team for loading and
unloading, as well as evangelistic programs. Also for
those who gave their lives to the Lord at these
programmes.

* For the privilege of going to the jungle, especially
in being able to give workshops to new believers, and
to hand over Bibles and spiritual growth materials,
as well as clothes.

4. Prayer requests

* For the right decision about where to go during
the next flood relief effort (we'd like to do two more),
and for provision for it. We have a potential donation
that will cover it, but it has not been confirmed.

* For new believers in the Shuar community and in
the places where we did the flood efforts (Babahoyo
and Palizada) to be discipled.

* For God to be calling those He wants to be trained
in the Mission Training School here, and that God
will really work in their lives in preparation for and
during the school.

* Please continue praying for the work on Santay,
for God to be deepening the faith of the saved, and
stirring the hearts of those who have not yet
surrendered to Christ.




Farewell letter from
Zolani

ZEE CRUISE SHIP

“Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and
honour and power and strength” (Rev. 7 v 12 -
NIV) be to our great King for the experiences I
have had at the Central Baptist Church, for the
last five years.

My highlights (amongst many):

- Children’s Talk - the inspiration of God, joy and
adrenaline experienced before and during the talks.
- Blast Off - the opportunities to share the gospel
and the inspiration of God in preparing the talks
and games.

- Knowing friends and families, and those who
have sought to improve the status of my physique
(or lack of); the food was great!

I have been accepted for training to become a
fitness instructor on the cruise ships. The
training will be in London (2-12 weeks), starting
on the 9th of June and I will be leaving SA on

the 7th. After successfully completing the physical

and mental exams (please pray about the latter),
I will be sent to a particular ship, according to
my personality and other qualities, for eight
months.

Zee (on the right), behaving normally as usual...
We will miss you!

Prayer requests:

- To meet Christian(s), preferably a wife, on the
ship for fellowship.

- To grow to love the King with all my heart and
seek to obey Him.

- To be able to stand against temptations, to be
faithful and wise in sharing the gospel in a multi-
cultural environment.

Zolani Gubuza

2 Cor. 3v5

$24155782 @tuks.co.za
(Please e-mail the brother)

The Obstacle in Our Path

Once upon a time, a King had a boulder placed on a roadway. Then he hid himself and
watched to see if anyone would remove the huge rock. Some of the king’s wealthiest merchants
and courtiers came by and simply walked around it. Many loudly blamed the King for not
keeping the roads clear, but none did anything about getting the stone out of the way.

Then a peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables. Upon approaching the boulder, the

peasant laid down his burden and tried to move the stone to the side of the road. After much

pushing and straining, he finally succeeded. After the peasant picked up his load of vegetables, he noticed

a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been. The purse contained many gold coins and a note

from the King indicating that the gold was for the person who removed the boulder from the roadway.

The peasant learned what many of us never understand!

Sometimes we may not understand our circumstances, but God allows us to be tested so that we might

find blessings beyond measure. If you are one of the many at this time who are struggling, know that

God is watching and you will learn, grow and be blessed even in those hardships. Jesus will comfort and

strengthen you to face these tough times and He will carry you through them.

2 Corinthians 1:5

"For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort

overflows.
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Hudson Tudlor wits just seventeen yeurs of age
and  had  excellenl  prospeocts of  goine il
bLusiness s o pharnmeist. when he reecived the

call of God in
CHEXYAM

[w50: "“OQd FOR MWE 7O

He responded immied itely, praymg for eoidanes
and gaining all the mformation he could. relative
to his flture ficld of service.  Dwespite the fucl
thalt he hud neither teucher nor books. (wilh the
caception of 4 copy of Luke™s Gospel in the
Mlundarin dialecl), Hudson Tuvlor, by mgenuity
and hard work. accomplished wonders. Within
the spuce of o fow wecks he had found oul the
meanime of over five hundred characters und sl
dboul comipiling his own dictionary?  He also
procecded 1o leam Latin, Greck and Heobrew.
Thus began o Tife of fuith that led 1o the founding
af the China Inland Alisslon (C.1.M.). which
wits Instrumental motaking the Sospel o the
mterior regioms of Chima,

This populous nation, which had been under the
dommation of Satan for millennia. wus cxposed
o the  libemating
porscet aof Lhe CGospel .
The  cnemy  wis
infiriated and
instigted Lhe Boxer
Rebelllon in 15900.
the  purpose of
which wis 1o drive out all forcigners. meluding
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CHINA
FOR
CHRIST

By Noel Durrheim

missionartios. from Ching. My Christians wore
murdered durimg this purge. This was followed
Ly am atheistic communlst reglme, which sougcht
to dostroy all forms of relicion. sctlimg inlo
maotion 4 fresh wave  of  opprossion and
persceution  of  Christians.  The  *Cultural
Revolutdon™ (1960 1o mid 1970%%), laumched by
Muo Zodong, saw Red Guards (frenzied wines of
YOLME poople). Tampagme actoss the nation in adn
all-out efforl to destroy cvery vestige of culturs
and teligion im the lund. The iron fisted crushing
of Lhe studenl protest i Tierdmin Square in
1959, as woll oas the tecenl protests m Tibel,
during which scores of Tibolans lost their Tives.
hawe highlizhted vel onee again Chima’s  1otl
distegard of human rights. The Chiness
authotitics nwde an all-oul offort o prevent
foreien joumalists from publishing those ovents.
ds this could have o newtive impact on world
opmion.  patlcularty  prior to the Olympic
Cames. which is scheduled 1o be held 10 Beijing
M Algtisl 2008,

The cumulttive mpact of 130 years of clobl
praver has been mstumental i brineing about
chanees m Chind.  MNobwithstanding  sewvers
persceution. milllens of Chrlstlans moct in the
underground Church. includimg  the  housc
Church movement. which is goime from streneth
to strength.

Fracnutic consideralions have boen imstrumental
m Chirmd’s leadership-decision to encourges frec



trade, leading Lo phenomeral crowth in industry.
The crowth in the gross domestic product
(G DR recently seeelerdted Lo 10.9%. which in
tim has given Tisc ooan insdtiable demand for
enctey.  This has contribuled 1o the inersse
the elobal demund for oil and raw maletials,
restlline i spirdling prices of  these
conmmodities, Cheap Chimese products flooding
the wotld™s nurkets are havimg serious socio-
cconomic offocts on her trad mg partners. This is
bome out by the recent visit of & high powered
Chinese delegation, led by their premier, o
virious countries on the African contiment.
meludmg South Africa. durime which numerous
tride-deals woere entered mto.

Another by-product aof this paradizm shifl in
Chimgd has becn the relasation on ibs cilizens
traveling  abroad.
The following wre
Jusl & few exaniples IS |
to  highlight  the "F"F_."
opportunitics  thal o
oiist to share Lhe

Crood  Mows  with
falk o dle

bumgry for Lhe
truth,  Aboul eight
yodls deo. A troupe of aetobubs pul on o
spectacular performance al the University of
Preloria™  Spotls Cenlie, Permission  wids
obtained o present @ifl hampers © cach of the
derobals ds o loken of our appreciation. (Thess
meluded wn outlime of the wiay of salviation. and
other Good Mews literature. m hMandarin.y The
team menibers decopted the gifls eludly.  Our
cimest prayer is thal they would dlso accepl the
rifl of Salvation.

The Chiness govemmenl 1s even  providing
fimamcial support for some of its cilizens o
tmdeTlake eraduale and postetaduals siudics at
South African Universitics. One such couple
dltended our church over un extended petiod. An
outredch s from the Church, which was
dgecorded w very wanm weleoms, wvisited Lhem.

The languige wnd culwral bammier howeyver. made
1L difficult to commumicale cftective by with them.
In plannmg o follow-up visit various altempts
woere mads o find & wanslator, bul without
siccess, I view of their mmiment departure for
Chim, it wus decided 10 use the Mandarin
transhation of the Gospel outline. meferred 1o
cirlier, and o work Lhrough this slowly with
them.  They indicaled thal they undersiood the
messdee dnd cxprossed a desire o give this
further attention before making @ connmmitmznl.
Some members of our Church are maimtaining
ongning contacl with T and €.

Flegse joim hands with millions of Chrisligns

around the world in praying:

= For th: collapse of the whole athelstlc
system 0 Ching. =0 that the 1.3 billion
mnhalitants may be afforded the opportunity
of hearing the Cospel.

= Thal Chinese professiomals. diplomals and
cnlroprencurs. dispersed arcund the world.
will be reached with the Gospel wnd tolum Lo
their harnzland s ambassadors of King losus.

» That NGO from the West will be
nstrumental in carryimg the messige of Sod s
love o the Chimose.

= Thal the global mitative 1o unite a billlon
Christlans across the zlobe to pray for
China on 0#-05-200% gt 0%:0% pmwill have o
mighty impact on that mtion. and thal many
will be cxposed to and respond 1o the Good
Mews duting the Obvmpic Jhomes.

Fite prayed painifers ivt specific weeds fin Chicra,
FEfirr fir fite o mtoatiffe dpdodey i the websine:
(AL 3 T EO ] o AT )

SO WILL THE WORDS THAT COME
OuUuT OF MY MOLTH NOT (COME BACK
EMPTY-HANDED. THEY'LL DO THE
WORK | SEMT THER TO OO, THEY'LL
COMPLETE THE ASSICHNMENT | GAYE
THEM."

(Isa. 58:11)

Life At Central May 2008 - 11 -



OMEN's VALUE .

May is Mother's Day monthl

BEIMNG A MUM TAKES TIME..
Ros Robbins

Being a mother iz a2 wonderful privilege! The joy of

caring for your own little baby must be the most
fulfilling experience any woman can have. Deep bonds
have developed between you and your child. from the
day you knew vou were going to be a mum. But now
suddenly all this emotion has to be translated into
rezponzible motherhood. Probably the biggest struggle
you will have is that of resolving your time pressura.

While itis a privilege to be the one that spends tha
most time with your child. as new mothers we often
struggle with time management. Baby seems to
dermand so nmuch tine and there just seems o be leas
and less time for vourself and your many other
reaponsibilities. Soon. if you're not careful. you find
yourself wizhing life away, longing for the day when
your litle one becomes more independent and less
demanding on your ime. And as baby becomes older
there iz always the termptation bo replace tine with
money. things and activities for wour child.

However the time spent just being togathear with your

child iz of more value than anything money can ever

Mother's Quotes, Sayings

And Proverbs

[Source - Internet]

= 0 ho takes the child by the hand takes the mother by
te haart. - German
= Anounce of mother 1z worth a pound of clargy. - Spanish
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buy. As mothers we need to Loke time to ligtan to our
children and to discover the challenges they are facing,
the things they fear and the Lthings they enjoy. Listening
bo and trying to understand one's child also helps to
provide time to¢ communicate with your child. Cider
children often want to discuss issues when Mom is
most busy. has deadlines to meet or late at night when
she feels exhausted. These though are “&od given
rmaoments” for comnunicating with wour child. Don't
brush them off as these receplive moments may newver
return.

Try to be creative and make tha most of the time with
wvour child e.g. great conversationz can be had while
driving in the car or doing some household chore,
Quality Family i built round Family traditions,
something every one in the Family looks forward to. are
of great value in holding the family together. But it all
Lakes time!

Also spend some teaching ime with vour children
discuasing the word of God. This can be done formally
during the Family doavotion imea or simply as
opportunity provides. Proverbs 22v6 2ays “Train a child
in the way he should go and when he is old he will not
turn from it” Thiz is what Ted Trpp calls “Shepherding a
child's heart”. Children need to learn what | like to call
"zod's order”. This is God first, others second and self
last. The world will teach them to invert this order.

Zod's plan for family life. and raising children. is that
father and mother together are responzible for the
raising of children. Mother and father complemeant each
other in their diferent roles in the family.

We should make John's desire for the church our
ambition for our motherbood 1 have no greater joy
than 1o hear that my children are walking with the
Lord™ (3 John wa) Then make the time to be the
rother God has called you bo be.

= Mo matter how old a mathar 5. she watches har middla-
aged childran for signs of IMprowanent. -Fledda Scou-

Iauwell
= Tha mother's heart 1= 4 child's schoolroon. - Hoaw.

Beacher
= Lat Franca hawva good kothars. and she will hawe good

30NS. - Mapdeon |

= allthat | am. or hope to be. | owa to my angal mathar. -
Lincaln

= OF all the nghts of wornan. the greatest 1s to be a mother.
- Lin "ularg




»  The heart of a mother Is 2 dasp abyss atthe bottorn of - From the Simpsons:

wilch you will always find forglvenass. - Honore' d= Balzac
= Tha most Important thing a father can do for his children

15 b0 loree Hair rother. — suiber Unknoan

= Tha Joyz of matharhood are never fully experlanced untl

te chillddren ans In bed. - Auker Unknosen
= Waoman knows «hat man has long forgotten. that the

ultimata ecanonile and spintual unit of any chlization 1s

atll tha familly. - Clare Beothe Luce

= A nmother s she «ho can take tha placs of all athars but

wiirze place No one alse can take. - Zadinal M=milked
= hiaking the decision 0 hawe a child - It's momenbous. [t

15 ba dacice forewar to hawe your heart go walking
around outslde your body. - Eizab=ih Sions

M Praver Guide for the South African Women's
Depanment 2008

H_May
Far the Board as they rest b plan the direction of the
ministry for the next part of the year,

For the mowing of the Lord Inthe lves of all the [adles
atending e Skaghsalnt serminar

4 Juns
That #e Lord would continue to work 1 the Ives of tha
WwOMIen [0 our country,

For physical protection For the wonien and children of our
comniunites.

& July
For prataction fron the vanaus winoses Hhat could Impact
Il lvidual Iwes nagativaly.

For continued Focus on meating the nesds of woman Inoour
Connunties

s Words on “Listening”
‘Wizndy Maharaj — B D president

Listening requires communication

Good communicatiion raquires quality listening
Listening requires confidences

Qnly give advice whan azked

Don't a=k oo many quaslions

RN L P R KR

Ei= awsare of the filter=s through which you listen:
prajudices. .. atitudes. . feslings

I t all started with an invitation, then a visit. Gareth and I both
felt compassion for this older congregation, which had not had
a full time pastor for three years. The church leadership was
determined to call a younger pastor. We began our journey as
the new pastoral couple at Lambert Road Baptist Church in
Durban at the begin-ning of this year. The challenge has been
to sensitively, but steadily, facilitate change. Our aim is to build
a multi-racial, multi-generational church with established

ministries that are not reliant on the pastor alone.

Let me tell you a little about the wife of the pastor. Before I
had time to even blink I was elected the president of the Baptist
Woman’s Department Ladies ministry at Lambert Road Baptist
(the same as the “Kings Rubies” at Central). It is a privilege
for me to be able to be part of it and I am excited! I am
continually reminded that the success of the ministry, and the
blessing to the ladies at the monthly meetings, is dependant on

Christ. He has proven to be faithful!

Gareth and 1 have also started a youth group on Friday
evenings, (see photo). There was previously no youth ministry.
We hope in time to be able to call a male and a female youth

worker to minister to the teens and children in the church.

One thing we have been able to do, which we could never do
at Central... was have an Easter sunrise service on the beach.

The weather and scenery here is glorious!

We are very excited about receiving a phone call from Pretoria
in the near future. The person making the call will tell us that
our baby daughter is ready for us to fetch. She could have
arrived by the time you read this article, but we may still be

waiting....

Gareth and I have often said to each other how much we miss
the church family at Central Baptist Church and how much we

learnt during our years there. For that we are very grateful!

With very fond love to each and every one of you!
Michelle Simpson
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LADY GREY
by Lana Pelser

No, this is not about a LADY - it is a little bit
about the Eastern Cape TOWN — more about the
PEOPLE - a lot about the EASTER story - and
all about a PASSION PLAY

The Little Eastern Cape town was founded in 1856
by the Dutch Reformed Church community, and is
situated at the foot of the awesome Witteberg
Mountains. This little town was dying — so was the
church and also the school. They had to do
something to save the town and with the help of
God, and the input from all the people in the
community, they started staging a Passion Play

in 2002.

I was privileged to attend it this year!

The play was done over a period of 3 days — in 5
parts - in a very professional manner. The drama
director, the musical director and the choreographer
were all from the school (Arts Academy), and so
were the choir members, the soloists and the dancers.
The role of Jesus was played by a first year drama
student who had also portrayed the role the previous
year, while still in school. The sound and lighting
was done by a professional team from Bloemfontein,
and the minor roles, meals, accommodation, costumes
and hard work in the background, were carried out
by the congregation and people of the town. The text
was in English and was drawn from the 4 Gospels
and stayed true to the message.

The venues included the historical Dutch Reformed
Church - interior and exterior (with both “Calvery”
and the “Tomb” in their grounds), the Arts Academy
(their courtyard and garden), and the streets of Lady
Grey.

The excellent music collection included:

Rossini’s  Kyrie (Lord have Mercy),

(Hymn of the Virgin Mary), Mozart’ s Ave vernum Corpus, O

Pergolesi’s Magnificat
Holy Night, Unto us a son is born, Exodus Song (from the film
Exodus), Pie Jesu (Andrew Lloyd Webber), The Holy City, The
Lord’s Prayer, Gounod’s Solemn Mass (after the crucifixion),
Hava Nageela (at the wedding in Cana) Gloryland, Let the River
Run, Sankta Lucia (Sung in Swedish), Handels’s Hallelujah (from

the Messiah - as a closing performance by the choir)

Apart from the choir members, dancers and extras
there were 130 speaking voices. The reality of the play
was touching: - Baby Jesus was a real baby. We (the
audience) followed Jesus on His real donkey with
palm leaves in our hands! At the cleansing of the
temple the goat and pigeons were real.

The Jesus character was very dear to me — acting as
Jesus this young man delivered a touching Sermon on
the Mount (Matt 5-7) and told us about the bread of
Life (John 6). He moved amongst the “crowds”, giving
a personal message to each of us.

We carried flaming torches while following Jesus with
His heavy cross. the
background and if she (the character playing Satan)
happened to look your way it sent shivers down your
spine! The crucifixion was as real as I believe it could

Satan forever hovered in

be done and then we witnessed an empty tomb!

Notes from the director:
....We wish to transport you to the world that our Saviour lived
in....we trust that there will be many moments that you will
treasure and that the experience here will have an impact on your
life.....

Notes from the actor:

....It is impossible to remain untouched when portraying the role of
our Saviour....

Notes from me

....Could I follow Jesus on his donkey with a palm branch in my
hand and remain untouched?

....Could I share in communion at the Last Supper where Jesus
broke the bread and not examine myself?

...Could I follow lJesus

compassion?

carrying His heavy cross without
...Could I witness the crucifixion without weeping at the suffering
of the Lord?

...Could I witness the empty tomb without believing?

This truly an unforgettable performance that
touched the heart and soul!

was
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RECENT BAPTISMS

May God use use your lives for His Glory as

you serve Him at Central Baptist.

Congratulations to the following people

Catriona ( Cat) Midgley

Elise Vermeulen

hew their first

Rod and Lynette with Caryn and Matt

grandson
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BlastOff leaders - April 2008
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
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All in a Day’s Work

Lauren, in Central Asia

Ohe day in April I was picked up at 6:45am to
go to a village about two hours drive to the
West.. We travelled through a beautiful valley
with green hills, bright flowers, some more arid
areas and also experienced some traffic jams (see
picture below!)

There were little girls playing in the
yard...skipping is one of the favourite games for
girls at the moment.

Most of the people in the area are poor amidst
such richness of God's creation...I am always
especially amazed at the red mountains.

They also had a little sheep. It reminded me of
one of my friends' families who had to sell all
their sheep and 2 cows to have something to eat
during the winter. They also sold one sheep so
that two of the sons could go to Russia to earn
money. Both of the sons are married and one of
the wives is expecting their first baby.

I went to visit a lady who does knitting with
knitting machines, a project started by our
organisation. ~ She had made socks, scarves and
hats. She kept on disappearing
to offer typical Tajik hospitality
o their guests. Even though
people are poor they will go out
of their way to serve guests...one
sometimes feels guilty being a
guest!
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We then went to where they were installing bio-
sand water filters at a local school. The children
were very excited about the clean water coming
out of the filter! We are partnering with
another organisation to install 11 filters in this
region.

On our way to this area we saw a plague of
locusts...still small but so many of them! It was
so sad to think about the devastation that these
creatures could bring about!

After this we were treated to more food...Fried
mountain mushrooms and vegetables and later
Osh (the national dish of Rice, Carrots, Onions
and meat on top... :-)

After that we made our way home. There was
some much needed rain on the way and I was
dropped off in the South of the City. I caught a
Mashrutka...and it was still raining...and the
Mashrutka had a roof window...minus the
window...so it rained onto us...strange but nice
and refreshing. :-)

After getting back home and doing some
language study I discovered I WAS very tired
and went to bed :-)

Pray for:

People to not only drink clean water but also
experience the WATER OF LIFE.

God may help people with the locust plague and
they will give Jesus the glory.

People to become believers in this area and shine
His light and bear fruit.

There may be more opportunities for jobs so that
men do not have to go off to Russia.

Men working in Russia may come to faith and
come back to their families and share Jesus'
grace and love!

Other news:

I have been back for more than six weeks and
am enjoying it. [ have just moved into a new
well equipped two bedroom flat which I am
sharing with Andrea, a friend from Germany. I
praise God for this place and a great flat mate.
Our team consists of five smaller teams and our
current small team leaders will be leaving in
July. I have agreed to become the new small
team leader — please pray for me in this new
role. It is only through God's grace that I can be
effective in this.

I continue to see my friends Hope and Grace.
Hope is 8 months pregnant and has been back
with her parents since January. She is in the
process of getting a divorce. Pray that her whole
family may come to know the Lord.

Grace is finishing University this year in June
and desperately wants to stay in the capital and
not go back to her parent's house. Pray for her
to know God's grace in her life.

Lauren
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Internationals Ministry
Indian Day

The Internationals Ministry is one of the ministries of

Central Baptist. Its vision is to reach out to the
foreigners resident in Pretoria. It also aims to make
the foreigners who come from outside
the Borders of South Africa (referred to
as the Internationals) and attending
church at Central to feel welcome as
well as integrating them into the
church. This is done through
introducing the people to the various
church activities, thus contributing to
their spiritual growth. On average, 17
countries are represented at Central
every Sunday.

In an attempt to make the International
community feel welcome at Central,
the ministry usually hosts quarterly
luncheons and student picnics every
year. Each luncheon normally focuses
on a particular country and members of that country
are normally invited to share something about their
country to the Central community. This is normally
done through depicting the culture, tradition and
religion of the country by way of decorations in the
hall, food, dance and/or songs, manner of dress etc.
They also share information regarding the state of

Christianity in their country, share testimonies to reveal
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God’s work in their lives, etc. The programme also
includes time for intercessory prayer for specific
needs of that country. A bring-and-share meal is
meant to promote fellowship among the
internationals and local members of the church. So
the meal forms a central part of the day’s activities.

On the 20th of April the Internationals
Ministry hosted an Indian Luncheon.
Both City and Laudium Baptist
churches were invited to the Luncheon.
As this was mainly an Indian
fellowship luch, Laudium took centre
stage in organising the activities for the
day under the leadership of Pastor
Alan. The organising team included
Josheph Makam (an Indian missionary
to South Africa with O.M.). Joseph
and his family come from Hyderabad
city in India and is an adherent at
Central. This was a highly successful
luncheon. For the first time in the
history of the ministry, the sign-up for
the luncheon reached full capacity before the actual
day. It was a very uncomfortable experience for
the ministry members and Pastor Charles to have to
announce in the church that the luncheon was fully
booked.

When we entered the hall, one could not fail to
notice the rich Indian culture that was reflected in
the decorations that adorned the hall. The colourful
ceiling hangings so clearly displayed the Indian
fabrics in their intricate and bright coloured
textures. A display of the often exquisite gold
ornaments that typify Indian lighting illuminated the
podium. This gave a somewhat aura of “idol
worship” associated with the Indian culture.
However, Julie Perumal, who gave us a virtual tour
of India through her power point presentation was
quick to caution everyone against classifying
culture, tradition and religion as one. She pointed
out that what we saw on the podium WAS a
reflection of their culture and tradition and in her
own words: “it does not mean if you are a Christian
Indian you should not wear a SARI”.

She then presented their national emblem, together
with their national symbols, the map of India and
their national flag. A few facts about India that she
presented to us include the fact that Hinduism forms
75% of the religion practised in India. This is



followed by Islam (12%), with Christianity coming 3rd at
6%. Apparently Christians primarily live in urban areas
throughout India, with major concentrations in the states
of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Goa.

Julie spent some time telling us about idol worship in
India. She stressed the importance of one covering
themselves in the Blood of Jesus when entering Indian
temples as they are full of idols and these idols are said
to possess quite a lot of evil powers. In this regard, she
indicated that the greatest challenge for Christians is to
get Indians to believe in Christ, especially to the point of
realising and accepting that God is the only Living God
and cannot be equated to their many “gods”. The talk
was interspersed with beautiful Indian songs and dance.

Just before we could have lunch, the formal presentations
were closed with a session which focussed on praying for

India. The main focus of the prayer was on the following:

Praying for God to send Christian workers to the many
unreached villages of India where there are no Christians.
Praying that the people groups that have previously been
resistant to the Gospel will now open their hearts to
Christ.

Pray that God will use the current socio-economic
changes in India to soften people’s hearts to spiritual
change so that they will receive Christ.

Pray that the Gospel will continue to spread rapidly
through church planning movements.

Pray for the protection of the Church in areas where there
is persecution.

We were then treated to a typical Indian speciality —
bryani — followed by an Indian dessert which proved to

be the favourite amongst the audience.

Let us continue to remember India in our prayers.

By Matshepo Matoane
Photos by Missy van Heerden
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they
May see your good '-.rc:urks. and g]n::-l ify your
Father who is in heaven.” Ma

Salt
Light

by Ruth de Villiers

L@C interviews

MOLLIE WEBB was retired...

until four years ago when there
was a sudden and urgent call to
come save the situation by serving
as acting manager of the Pretoria
YW in an unexpected crisis.

That was then... this is now and
Mollie is out of retirement, firmly
entrenched as the official Manager.
In the last issue we also focused
on the YW, interviewing Margrit
Temple about her role as national
chairperson. Now we’re on local
level. Find out how Mollie and
other folks at Central serve as light
and salt to our local YW... Mollie
was received into membership at
Central recently and you got to see
what she looks like. Now find out
what she’s up to in the 'Y’.

L@C: How did you first get involved with
the YW, Mollie?

Mollie: I first came to know about the YW
when I decided to move to Bulawayo and
needed a place to stay in 1962/3. I had never
heard of the YW before, but it seemed a good
place to stay, close to where I found work in
the centre of the town. But, oh dear, I was
quite put out when I realised I would have to
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attend a “church” service once a week and these
meetings were held in the TV lounge and, in
those days, they were compulsory. There was
also a 10 minute Epilogue in the evenings before
supper.

L@C: Doubtless just like some of the girls
you deal with today. What caused the change?

Mollie: I was sitting in the TV lounge when I
heard the bell go for the Epilogue — I can
remember thinking — “I have to go to the church
service, [ don’t have to go to the Epilogue as
well!!” so I quickly ran out of the TV lounge
into the sitting room and waited for the supper
bell to go after the short Epilogue. Imagine my
surprise when the Assistant Manager and a few
of the “good” girls came into the sitting room. I
didn’t know that for the Epilogue which wasn’t
well attended, they used the sitting room. So |
was trapped! That was my first almost one-on-
one meeting with the Gospel (during our Church
service | made sure I never listened at all — I
suppose because it was compulsory).

L@C: How did you graduate from being a 'Y
Girl’ to a 'Y Manager’?

From that time on the Lord had His Hand on my
life and when I gave my heart to the Lord a few

years later, [ knew that all I wanted to do and be
was a Manager of a YW. It was a process of




being trained by different managers in different
Y W’s around the country till one day — praise the
Lord! - I was given a chance at runninga YW. [
was made Manager of the East London YW. I
could never explain the joy and satisfaction of
having actually achieved my heart’s desire.

When I retired in 2003 I was helping a friend of
mine by looking after her mom who was elderly. I
was prepared to do my best — can’t say [ was over
the moon — and I realised I still had enough get-up-
and-go in me to carry on as a Manager ina YW.

So I got in touch with our National Office in
Johannesburg and offered my services again if
needed. Not too long after that I was given the
opportunity of running Pretoria YW. Fabulous!

L@C: Do you get some difficult girls — rebels,
etc? How do you handle this?

Mollie: Well, the girls behave the same in 2008 as
we did in 1963. We get the well behaved girls and
we get the noisy ones. How do I cope with the
naughty ones? Well some of the antics they get up
to, I can almost see myself doing those things in
my “unsaved” days. So I have that advantage and
can put a spoke in their wheels. One thing [ am
glad about, I don’t have a dog — when I was a
resident in Bulawayo Y, I decided to paint the
manager’s Black spaniel White. To see the look
on her face when she came back from a meeting,
well, it was worth it!!!

But some problems are more than just mischief or
even naughtiness and, in those cases, we have to be
very strict. We have rules. For example, no friends
— female or male — are allowed upstairs in the
bedrooms. When girls offend we give only one
second chance. Often we phone the parents, who
are shocked and sometimes they come and take
their daughters home.

L@C: How can we support you?

Mollie: Here in Pretoria YW we are truly being
blessed by the Lord. Our house has been full for
most of this year, with a waiting list, and most of
our prospective residents heard about our House
from the girls already staying here. Parents hear
about us and love putting their daughters in the Y,
because they know our standards and that we will
support them in discipline. We can’t live the girls’
lives for them, but we do try to prepare them for

the real world out there. Some come from small
village communities. We have girls from the
Eastern Cape, Namibia, Swaziland, Lesotho, even
from the DRC. Our residents are aged 18-24.
When I was a “Y-girl”, we were working girls.
Now we have only five working girls, out of more
than 60. The rest are at college, university or even
at school.

We do need Prayer support — pray for the staff, that
we will be sensitive to the problems the residents
have and how to help them. Pray for the residents
that they will be challenged by the speakers we
invite to bring the Message of Hope to them week
by week.

L@C: Any practical areas where we can help?

Yes, and here folks from Central are already
playing a big role — but we need committee
members and, ideally, younger ones. Local
committees assist the Managers in decision
making, financial or legal expertise and countless
other ways of practical support. Some of the
committee members are Margrit Temple, Theo and
Elizabeth Scott and Sylvia Clarke. Our treasurer,
who does a great job with our finances, is Les
Jamieson. He is one of our trustees and so is Ruth
de Villiers.

L@C: Mollie, you'’re much more than an
administrative manager. You're up to wood work
and all sorts of things...

I love the practical things — I fix electricity too.
Come and see the two wooden garden benches
we’ve just redone with new slats and varnish.
(L@C; an expert job!)

I praise the Lord that I’'m well and can do what I
really want to do — that is, work in the Pretoria
YW!

SALT and LIGHT is a feature of Life at Central for the time
being. If you are serving as salt and light in society, tell Kim Gush
or Ruth de Villiers, and likewise if you know of someone else who
is! What’s more, other interviewers are welcome - let us know if

you are able to co-ordinate an interview.
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University of Pretoria

Campus Outreach Johannesburg

In Movember 2002, Campus Qutreach Johannesburg
{COJ) was launched and we were 20 American staff. Today,
COJ is 13 national staff and 19 Amerncans.

To the left is our COJ staff team photo taken in December--
with several of us absent, Our COJ team is divided out into
ministry teams at University of Johannesburg-—-Kingsway,
University of Johannesburg--Bunting, Witswatersrand
University, University of Pretoria, and administrative staff.
We are thankful for our team dynamic that is also like our
farmily, as we live and sarve the Lord together,

T the right is the CGross Cultural Project 2008 team!
Campus Outreach in the States sends student leaders to
come to our campus’ in South Africa for experience in
sharing their faith in another culture, Qur campus’ team
comes from Morth Carolina and South Caralina,

ey will ba coming 8 June through 5 August this yaar
Please be praying for the students they will meet on the
campus, courage and opportunity for them to share their
faith, and God's will in their sanctification as they are here.

Ancther student shared her faith
with Jackie, beginning her
relationship with Jesus Christ and
invalvermant with Campus
Outreach. She leads a group of
older women and coaches and
encourages the staff women.

Paul & Haley Miedema
married 9 December 2006. Paul
came with the GO launching team
and iz now Campus Director for
the UP staff team. Paul became a
believer in high school, and Haley
became a believer at university
wheara both got invalvad with
Campus Outreach. Paul leads
some older guys in Taaibos and the
UP staff team. Haley leads some of  Papr&Haey One, chaﬂrg,r Sammy, & Jackie
the older women and second got involved with COJ at the University
yoars. of Pretaria in 2004. This is their first

vear on staff. Sammy has ministry in
Mopanie and with hockey players.
One ministers to older guys from
Boekenhout,
Charity Somo became a believer Raquel Rivera came on a
and bagan her involvement with COJ  pravious CCP, and returned to join the
in 2003. This is her second year on COJ staff team in 2007. She also
staff and she has personal ministry i became a believer at university
| Jasmyn. thraugh someone involvad with
Jackie Snider came with the COJ  Campus Outreach. She has ministry in
launching team and is the Women's  Klaradyn, but is currently in the States

EH16 MoRGatie i Saran Coordinator for the UP staff team. caring for her mather,
Rabolele bath became believers and

“Florifying God by Bullding Labourers on the Campus for the Lost World.”




Alabama Judge Removed

The following is a poem written by Judge Roy Moore

|

from Alabama. Judge Moore was sued by the ACLU
(American Civil Liberties Union) for displaying the Ten
Commandments in his courtroom foyer.

He has been stripped of his judgeship and now they are
trying to strip his right to practice law in Alabama

The judge's poem sums it up quite well

America the Beautiful, or so you used to be.
Land of the Pilgrims' pride; I'm glad they'll never see.

Babies piled in dumpsters, Abortion on demand,
Oh, sweet land of liberty; your house is on the sand.

Our children wander aimlessly poisoned by cocaine
choosing to indulge their lusts, when God has said abstain

From sea to shining sea, our Nation turns away
From the teaching of God's love and a need to always pray.

We've kept God in our temples, how callous we have grown.
When earth is but His footstool, and Heaven is His throne.

We've voted in a government that's rotting at the core,
Appointing Godless Judges; who throw reason out the door,

Too soft to place a killer in a well deserved tomb,
But brave enough to kill a baby before he leaves the womb.

You think that God's not angry, that our land's a moral slum?
How much longer will He wait before His judgment comes?

How are we to face our God, from Whom we cannot hide?
What then is left for us to do, but stem this evil tide?

If we who are His children, will humbly turn and pray;
Seek His holy face and mend our evil way:
Then God will hear from Heaven; and forgive us of our sins,
He'll heal our sickly land and those who live within.

But, America the Beautiful, if you don't - then you will see,
A sad but Holy God withdraw His hand from Thee.

~~Judge Roy Moore~~

GETAWAY
ABSEILING

Charles shows how it is done

Tim looking braver than he felt?
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w
CRGSSWD'HD MOSTLY ABOUT THE WOMEN OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (NIV spelling)

by Lana
ACROS5 B OWH
1 Riom 16:1 A senant of the Church in Canchrea 1 Luke 238 Annas scoupsion
3 Lukz 1 Mary visited har ] Rev 212 Weha iz adcened far her husband
g Little childran in ELﬂdﬂ' school.. ﬁ":|l 4 2 Jokin 12 Jabd did not want io uss papar ang —
8 Luke 216 The parents and the —— 3 Fom 16:12 She worked hard for the Lord
10 Acts 16 Dealer in Purple ] Wehais Jeaia wak Baim
12 Lukm 194 Zaccheus climbed in the ... fig tree T 5 Tun 1 Timothy's grandmeathar
14 Heb 4:18 Grace ba halp in time of sseeo =] End of prayas
15 In'which letber did Paul say older 11 Luke 10 Lazarus and Mary was part of her Family
winemsan must irain younger women? 13 Luka 2175 SUM Wan @l ———
18 L 11:12 Wy give your 8cn & sconpion 17 HArts 1618 Their hup.u P e
instead of what he asked for'? 19 1 Cor 7:34 The — of the wmaried woman is b
18 Matt 15:4 She should be honauned e davvobad ba the Lord
20 Mark T:26 Jasus drove a daman out of this 29 Dwr organist is nemed afier Aguila’s
wioimen's daughber wile
24 James 45 Cand graes grace bo he ——-— 22 Matt 16 This woman had great faith
26 The authar of this book was the brather 23 Res B The Lamb opened the ... ..
af Jasus He told us bo tama the tongus 24 Wlatt 14 She wanbad Jobn's haad on a plathar
27 Lukm 737 The sinful woman brought perfume in 2% Ry 1 -——— @nd amega
B =scmsmes jar 28 John 2:7 ‘Wiater was kept in these
3 Acts B35 Crther name for Tabitha 28 2 Tien 1 Eunice was bk moler
33 Ram 1512 T - over the nations 28 Gal §:7 Cha ot =se= Gaod
37 Malt 2756 Cne of the wemen al he croass Al Rev 12 Wha canfronted the woman?
38 Mait 11:6 The deaf will =e=- a2 Rew 1E18 Cine af the colours of the city
7] Heb 121 Letus -— with persevarance 4 Wihang w2t in Church
] BAels B2T Cueen of the Ethiopians k1 Rom 623 Fartha wagar of 5in 15 =
41 Acts 5 Wiile af Ananiag 36 Acts 1213 Mlaid

Mona Lisa's Mother: '"'After all that money your father and I spent
on braces, Mona, that's the biggest smile you can give us?"

The problem: How to get 2 kgs of chocolate home from the store
in a hot car. The solution: Eat it in the parking lot.

Diet tip: Eat a chocolate bar before each meal. It'll take the edge
off your appetite and you'll eat less
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"Why God Made Moms "

( The following answers were given by elementary school

children to the following questions )
Question----"Why Did God Make Mothers?""

The answers:

1. She's the only one who knows where the scotch tape is.
2. Mostly to clean the house.

3. To help us out of there when we were getting born.

Q----- "How Did God Make Mothers?"

1. He used dirt, just like for the rest of us.

2. Magic plus super powers and a lot of stirring.

3. God made my mom just the same like he made me. He
just used bigger parts.

Q----"What Ingredients Are Mother's Made Of ?"

1. God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and
everything nice in the world and one dab of mean.

2. They had to get their start from men's bones. Then He
mostly use string I think.

Q----"Why Did God Give You Your Mother And not Some
Other Mom?"

1. We're related.
2. God knew she likes me a lot more than other people's

moms like me.
Q----"What Kind Of Little Girl Was Your Mom?"

1. My mom has always been my mom and none of that
other stuff...

2. I don't know because I wasn't there, but my guess would
be pretty bossy.

3. They say she used to be nice.

Q----"What Did Mom Need To Know About Dad Before
She Married Him?"

1. His last name.

2. She had to know his background. Like is he a crook?
Does he get drunk on beer? Does he make at least $800 a
year? Did he say NO to drugs and YES to chores?

Q----"Why Did Your Mom Marry Your Dad ?"

1. My dad makes the best spaghetti in the world. And my
mom eats a lot.

2. She got too old to do anything else with him.

3. My grandma says that mom didn't have her thinking

cap on.

Q----"Who's The Boss At Your House?"

1. Mom doesn't want to be boss, but she has to because
dad's such a goofball

2. Mom. You can tell by room inspection. She sees the
stuff under the bed.

3. I guess Mom is, but only because she has a lot more to
do than dad.

Q----"What's The Difference Between Moms And Dads?"

1. Moms work at work & work at home, & dads just go
to work at work.

2. Moms know how to talk to teachers without scaring
them.

3. Dads are taller & stronger, but moms have all the real
power 'cause that's who you got to ask if you want to

sleep over at your friend's.

Q----"What Does Your Mom Do In Her Spare Time?"

1. Mothers don't do spare time.

2. To hear her tell it, she pays bills all day long.
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GREAT 1= THIY FALTHIEULNE>=

| Creeak is Ul Jaithfulness, O Gand v Fatlier,
There is ne shadow of tormine with Thee;
Tl chiansest et Tll}' CAMLLESET O tlu.':.' fail not,

.‘i'l.'_-'r- .|~|1l22l'l1 Ila'_-it [1L“L"II r|..|II1 HLL [i)]' T 'w.'u'i.]l |'|L'.

Careal I= ”Ty _.'I:'.TTI”I.T_]II;II'L?L'SE_.
Careal i= ”Ty _.'I:'.TTI”I.T_]II;II'L?L'SE_.
Morang by nravming sow mevcies | sec;

AT bare secded ”75.' Framd frias ;:-'r':."a'r.,l'::.,l'l
Lircerl 15 '”l:ly ;l'r..n'h'lr_.'r.:n'lr:u:55. Lord, Lo mie,

2. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
priny
Sun, moon and stare in their courses ahove
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Tl'l].-' great {'aifl'lfu]lH:E.E., Mercy and love.

3. Pardon {:nr sin, :m:l peace that umfurl:tl'L,
Thine own [].L‘Ell' presence to cheer and to gulcln;:.'

Strl:n,u;!t]] for t:::lu}', and l:lrl-_élﬂ: ]'ml'u: for tomorrow,

HL:EE'LH?_!,E. all mine with ten thousand heside!






