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We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor
of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner

place behind the curtain ...
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It was Easter Sunday at the Mission Station
and the Missionary had a row of different
kinds of Easter eggs on the edge of the
pulpit.

“Eggs remind us of new life,” he was
saying. “Easter eggs remind us of new life
in Christ. That is why some people give
Easter eggs at Easter time. Today we
remember that Jesus rose again from the
dead to give us new hope. The Bible tells
us that anyone who trusts in Jesus
becomes a new person, they get born­
again. A new life has come into them.”

Outside the Chapel, Andy the Swaziland
Ant and Anthony walked down the path
together. Anthony, who was also an ant,
had recently come to stay in Swaziland.
Suddenly Andy stopped, and looking
towards a large basket at the side of the
path he said: “Good morning, Harriet Hen.

Are you sitting on another clutch of eggs?
How long before your chicks will hatch?”

“Hullo, Andy,” Harriet replied. “Another
two weeks of sitting and the chickens
should be out of their eggs and chirping
around.”

After further chatting with Harriet, Andy
and Anthony walked off and it was then
that Anthony whispered to Andy, “Do you
mean to tell me that fluffy yellow chickens
come out of those funny shaped white
and brown eggs?”

Andy smiled, “Oh! I forgot that you are
new here and haven’t seen chickens
hatch before,” Andy replied. “Yes, that’s
where chickens come from, you just wait
two weeks and you will see them hatch
out.”

ANDY
the ant

The "Andy theAnt" series of

children's stories, written by

Max Ansell, follows the

adventures and experiences of

Andy and his friends at a

Mission school in Swaziland.

HARRIET, THE HEN

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is born again he cannot

see the kingdom of God”
John 3:3



“But I’ve seen eggs broken open in the
kitchen,” Andy protested, “They’re just
yellow yoke and colourless stuff – there’s
no chick in them!”

“Oh, yes, there is!” said Andy pleasantly.
“You’ve seen the newly laid eggs, but you
give them a few days of mother­hen
keeping them warm and the miracle of
new life begins to take place. God has
made it that way. The inside of the eggs
changes, and eventually a chicken is
formed that will peck its way out of the
shell. Then it comes out as a living little
bird ready to come and live in this world
of ours.”

From then on Anthony made a daily trip
past Harriet’s nest, “Just to see how things
were going!” as he put it. At first it was far
too soon, of course, but eventually one
day, about two weeks later, Anthony
arrived to find to his amazement that two
eggs had broken open and little chicks
were standing drying off in the sun. Then,

before his amazed eyes a hole appeared
in the shell of a third egg and a beak
appeared, then a head and suddenly
there was a live chicken standing among
broken eggs shells! A new life had begun.
An egg had changed into a bird.

Eventually ten eggs had broken open and
ten little chickens were running around a
very fussy Mrs. Harriet Hen.

“Does it always happen that way?” asked
Anthony when Andy joined him. “Do all
eggs change into chicks?”

Andy laughed, “All hen eggs yes – and
birds eggs.” Then he became serious, “But
they must be fertile, in other words they
must have the life­seed in them, otherwise
they will eventually just rot away.” Then
Andy went on, “It is the same with human
people, like the Missionary is always telling
them, they must be born­again by God.
The life of Jesus must be born in them
otherwise they will not have heavenly life
in them. If they haven’t the “life­seed” of
the Holy Spirit in them, through believing in
Jesus, they will not have eternal life in
them and they won’t go to live in heaven
when they die.”






